Please keep me regularly informed by wire regarding ulamio nnH instruct all Medical Officers at Presidency to keep you informed.
(Continued frontpage 36.) In the case of Bipin Behari Dutt, whose clinicnl symptoms we have already discussed, a specimen of blood and some bloodcultures were sent to Dr. Cunningham, together with portions of a rat into which 2 cubic centimetres of a culture of blood had been injected, causing its death after thirty-one hours. The specimen of blood and the cultures showed, as has been mentioned above, unequivocal evidence of contamination by the presence of large bacilli, probably of a putrefactive character, which must have gained access to the preparation from outside.
This being so, it is clear that the smaller cocci and diplococci, which were ?lso found, may equally have been the result of contamination. Nor does the death of the rat after inoculation afford any grounds for inferring the specific character of the germs contained in the culture, with which the animal was inoculated, for the bulk of actively decomposing fluid injected into the animal was relatively equivalent to over a pint in the case of an adult human being, and was quite sufficient to cause death by mere blood-poisoning. Moreover, had the enormous number of microscopic organisms introduced into the rat possessed the specific character atributed to them, the blood and tissues ought, after death, to have absolutely swarmed with the organisms, whereas in fact only a very scanty sprinkling of minute cocci and diplococci could be found in the specimens submitted to Dr. Cunningham.
Looking to the evidence as a whole, we have 110 hesitation in expressing our opinion that there is no evidence that any case of true bubonic plague has yet occurred in Calcutta ; and that the cases which have been reported to us as plague were so described on the strength of an opinion as to the origin and character of certain microscopic organisms, which has not been confirmed by the results of an independent inquiry conducted by an expert of long experience in bacteriological research.
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